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Geosciences

https://cwi.edu/program/geosciences

Geosciences is the study of the solid earth and how it changes over time with regard to its
structure, composition, erosional and tectonic processes, and environments.  If  you have an
interest in geology, our program will  give you an opportunity to explore the various
complexities of Earth.  To excel in Geosciences, you should enjoy working outdoors, be able
to identify and solve complex problems, and be able to develop advanced spatial  reasoning
skills.   It  is  a physical science and therefore requires a solid background in mathematics,
chemistry, and physics.   Additionally,  geologists need to have good computer and
communication skills.  Geologists find employment in a wide array of fields in both the public
and private sectors.  Career opportunities include mineral exploration and extraction, oil and
gas exploration and extraction, environmental consultation, evaluation of water resources,
soil science, academic research, climatology, natural hazard mitigation, and civil engineering,
among others

MISSION
The geosciences program prepares students to transfer to a four-year institution with a good understanding of basic geology and the processes that indicate
how our world is shaped.

WHY THIS PROGRAM
The geosciences program is designed primarily to prepare you to transition to a four-year institution to finish a bachelor’s degree. It will expose you to the
fundamentals of geology and help you understand what is needed prior to attending upper division courses.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN TO DO

Identify major geologic formations and understand their causes
Understand the history of Earth and how it came to look as it  does
Understand the processes that shape Earth, including natural disasters and the environment

STUDENT CLUBS
Geology Club

The purpose of Geology Club is to provide like-minded students an opportunity to collectively pursue their interests in
geology.
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ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

A very important aspect of geosciences is being able to identify geologic features when you see them. Rock samples may be brought to class
to help students be able to identify them when they see them, but field trips are used in the program to really get students involved and to
be able to see geologic structures that are impossible to bring into the classroom setting.

DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES
Geosciences - Associate of Science Degree, 24 Months
Course Delivery Styles: In-Person

PROFESSIONS

Mineral exploration and extraction
Oil  and gas exploration and extraction
Environmental consultation
Evaluation of water resources
Soil  science
Academic research
Climatology
Natural hazard mitigation
Civil  engineering

LOCATIONS
Nampa Campus Academic Building
5500 E. Opportunity Dr. Nampa, ID 83687

Ada County Center Mallard Building
9100 W. Black Eagle Drive, Boise, ID 83709

PROGRAM CONTACT
Brian McClain
Assistant Professor, Chemistry
brianmcclain@cwi.edu
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