
Updated April 3, 2023

APPLY NOW! VISIT CWI.EDU/GO

One Stop Student Services | 208.562.3000 | onestop@cwi.edu
Page 1 of 3

Chemistry

https://cwi.edu/program/chemistry

Chemistry is the study of the composition of matter and the changes it  undergoes. It  is
mainly concerned with atoms and their interactions with other atoms and the energy
involved in those processes. Thousands of applications of chemistry are found in everyday
life.  As a physical science, chemistry requires a solid background in mathematics and
physics.  To succeed in the field of chemistry, one must have good computer and
communication skills  and be able to employ their curiosity,  calculation skills,  and
commitment to their studies. Chemistry majors can pursue careers in traditional chemistry
fields such as biochemistry, organic,  analytical,  inorganic,  and physical chemistry, as well  as
in medicine, engineering, environmental science, and forensic science.

MISSION
The goal of Chemistry education is to provide students with tools to solve problems: critical thinking skills associated with categorizing, reading and
understanding written problems, and identifying important vs. irrelevant information as well as the ability to define problems clearly, develop testable
hypotheses, design and execute appropriate experiments, analyze data, and draw appropriate conclusions.

WHY THIS PROGRAM
The chemistry program is designed primarily to prepare you to transition to a four-year institution to finish a bachelor’s degree. It will expose you to the
fundamentals of chemistry and help you understand what is needed prior to attending upper division courses. This program provides a presentation of the
world of chemistry as it impacts society and individuals with an emphasis on the connection of chemistry with everyday life, as well as the impact of
scientific discoveries in the field of chemistry upon human thought, behavior, and technological progress.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN TO DO

Understand and predict chemical reactions
Balance chemical equations
Understand and employ good lab procedures
Explain chemical processes that affect our everyday lives

STUDENT CLUBS
Chemistry Club

The purpose of Chemistry Club is to bring students together with common interests and exchange ideas to further
enhance our careers in chemistry.
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ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Many chemical properties are best understood after participating in laboratory work, which is included with most chemistry classes. Beyond
that, CWI participates in a number of programs that allow students to participate in research in the field of chemistry or biochemistry,
expanding their understanding of chemistry and how it affects our lives.

DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES
Chemistry - Associate of Science Degree, 24 Months
Course Delivery Styles: In-Person, Online

Biotechnology Laboratory Assistant - Academic Certificate, 6
Months
Course Delivery Styles: In-Person

CAREER INFORMATION
Those who major in chemistry fill  a number of other needs in society under other titles, along with jobs with the title of Chemist.  Chemistry
is a field that lends itself  to a plethora of jobs throughout the state and could open opportunities for individuals within the Treasure Valley.

PROFESSIONS

Medicine
Engineering
Environmental Science
Forensic Science
Biochemistry
Organic Chemistry
Analytical  Chemistry
Inorganic Chemistry

LOCATIONS
Nampa Campus Academic Building
5500 E. Opportunity Dr. Nampa, ID 83687
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PROGRAM CONTACT
Brian McClain
Assistant Professor, Chemistry
brianmcclain@cwi.edu
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