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CWI Granted Independent Accreditation

College of Western Idaho (CWI) is pleased to announce it has been granted initial accreditation by the
Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU). While pursuing independent
accreditation, CWI has delivered college credit instruction, certificates, and degrees through a
memorandum of understanding with the College of Southern Idaho. CWI’s initial accreditation status is
effective Sept. 1, 2016.

“I am overjoyed at the news from our colleagues with the NWCCU,” says CWI President, Dr. Bert
Glandon. “This decision is the result of tireless work from so many people. It lays the foundation for
tremendous opportunities for the College moving forward.”

The NWCCU made the decision following CWI’s year seven self-evaluation report and site visit this past
October. CWI has been recognized by the NWCCU as a candidate for accreditation since February 2012.

Independent accreditation will allow CWI more flexibility to modify curriculum and add new degree
programs to best meet the needs of the local community and students. Accreditation is also required for
CWI and its enrolled students to continue accessing federal funds to support teaching, research, and
student financial aid. Finally, regional accreditation provides a way for post-secondary institutions to
ensure quality instruction and service, as well as institutional improvement, by voluntarily submitting to
a regulatory process.

CWI will now enter the Commission’s seven-year accreditation cycle, which includes periodic evaluations
and site visits.
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College of Western Idaho is a public, open-access, and comprehensive community college committed to
providing affordable access to quality teaching and learning opportunities to the residents of its service
area in western ldaho. CWI has seven campus locations throughout Southwest Idaho providing higher
education and 21st Century technical skills acquisition. The college is dedicated to improving the
community’s economic well-being by responding with highly-educated and productive graduates. The
foundation for the area’s only community college was created by a supermajority of voters in Ada and
Canyon counties on May 22, 2007. For more information, visit www.cwidaho.cc or call (208) 562-3000.
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