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Education partnership readies new tools for Canyon County schools
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“About three years ago, we
were frustrated with educa-
tion policy, and superinten-
dents did not seem to have a
voice,” Raimondi said. To ef-
fect change, it needed to be
bigger. “... We can't rely on the
state, we can't rely on school
districts alone, it really has to
be a community effort.”

Along with implementing
tools like the reading screener,
one of the major parts of TVEP
is an annual “Report to the
Community,” which includes
an overview of community in-
dicators, such as kindergarten
preparation, standardized test
scores and success beyond
high school. The indicators
were chosen by a community
group of 200 educators and
business community mem-

it is the “most comprehensive
reportin the state.”

The second annual report
came. out in October, but the
results aren't quite reliable yet
in terms of student achieve-
ment and success because of
shifts in standardized testing
and Idaho Core standards.
Sarah Weppner, director of
continuous  improvement,
said the data will become
more useful as time goes on.

“The idea is that this
would be a tool for us to track
the progress we're making,”
Weppner said.

Raimondi said those three

"areas in the report ate the top

goals for the partnership; pre-
paring more children to read
at an early age, increasing the
number of “college-ready”
students for the workforce

and better preparing students
to enter college by support-
ing them both financially and
academically.

TVEP was also responsible
for the “FAFSA Frenzy” event
held last year in schools across
the Valley, including Nampa.
High School, which won the
top prize for completing the
most federal applications for
student financial aid. Nampa
High increased its completion
rate by 10 percent from the
previous year, and the Frenzy
competition will be held again
this year.

Jessica Ruehrwein, execu-
tive director of TVEP, said a
third project in the works will
support students in and out
of school, with a focus on ju-
nior high age students. The

dents. Raimondi said they are |
looking closely at Nampa and
Caldwell schools for those pi-
lot sites.

“I think the biggest gains
can be made in Canyon Coun-
ty,” hesaid.

For the moment, Raimondi
said the organization has not
brought political figures on
board, but that doesn’t mean
there won't: be interaction
with legislators in the future.

“We chose ta be a bit apo-
litical in what we're doing,” he
said. “Over time,
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