Thursday, January 15,2015 Serving the western Treasure Valley (Y’ Breaking newsatidahopresscom N 75 cents

i

CWI funds could help Idahoans ‘Complete College’
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Above: Will Cooney, of Caldwell, a tutor and student at the College of Western Idaho, left, assists student Alexzandria Perez, of Galdwell, with a math question
Wednesday afternoon at the Nampa shool's tutoring lab. Below: The College of Weste ldaho campus in Nampa.




Otter: Funding for community. colleges would bolster education approach
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NAMPA — The College of
Western Idaho is positioned
to be a key player in Idaho’s
education goals for 2020.

Assuming the Idaho Leg-
islature keeps Gov. Butch Ot-
ter's budget rec-
ommendations
intactas they
relate to CWI,
the college is
poised to receive |
neatly $500,000
in funding to
bolster its edu-
cation offerings
and retention
efforts. Otter presented his
budget recommendations to
the Idaho Legislature on Mon-
day at his State of the State
-address.

In a speech filled with ref-
erences to the importance of
education, College of Western
Idaho — and community
colleges overall - were big
winners in Otter’s state of the
state address Monday. Otter's
proposed budget includes
millions of dollars related

to community colleges and
higher education, and the
governor encouraged the for-
mation of even more commu-
nity colleges across the state,
citing the College of Western
Idaho, and its president Bert
Glandon, as shining examples

to follow,

“It's forever changed the
way education is delivered
here in Idaho’s most populat-
ed area,” Otter said. “It's hard -
to even imagine this Valley
now without CWI playinga
significant role in our future.”

Here’s a rundown of some
of the items Otter suggested in
his budget that could benefit
CWI, which is based in Nam-
pa and whose district includes
Ada and Canyon counties.

Please see College, A4
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GENERAL EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

The biggest chunk of money
in Otter’s proposal is $276,300 for
CWTI's new approach to general
education, which is a 36-credit
course of study that would award
students with a general education
academic certificate. It fallsunder
the Complete College Idahe ini-
tiative from the Idaho State Board
of Education — an initiative with
the ultimate goal that 60 percent
of Idahoans ages 25-34 will have
a degree or certificate by the year
2020,

Brenda Pettinger, assistant
vice president for academic af-
fairs at CWI, said general educa-
tion has historically been a col-
lection of disconnected courses.
The goal with this certificate is to
make it more cohesive,

“They aren't just courses that
exist separate from one another,
we have designed it in a way that
there are certain threads that run

through it Pettinger said. “It's
been designed as a comprehen-
sive program of studies rather
than just a series of courses a stu-
dent would take to meet that re-
quirement.”

The new approach would be-
gin in the fall, and the state dol-
lars would provide funding for
three positions to help run it: an
education coordinator, assess-
ment coordinater and a data col-
lection and reporting analyst.

The certificate is aimed not
only at students already enrolled
in college, but it should also ap-
peal to high school students, Pet-
tinger said. Dual-credit enroll-
ment has risen rapidly at CWI,
and the college plans to capitalize
on that.

“We feel like this is a realis-
tic goal for high school students
to complete their academic cer
tificate prior to graduating high
school,” she said. “The hope is
that if a student gets that far into
their program, they're going to go
on to college. They're going to see
themselves as a college student
and capable of those last steps to-
ward an associate degree.”

The college also takes into
consideration those individuals

who have been in the workplace
for a number of years and might
want to formalize their education
with a degree but don't want to
go back to school and start at the
beginning. Pettinger said one of
the goals is to create an avenue for
those students to receive credit
for what they have learned in the
workplace and go from there in
their education.

“We don't foresee challenges
to getting this approved and on
the books for fall,” she said.

MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRY

CWI President Bert Glandon
said he has been busy advocating
for a piece of the funding in Ot-
ter’s budget under the Profession-
al-Technical Education Advanced
Manufacturing Initiative, a $1
million appropriation. CWI will
receive $190,000 of that for ad-
vanced manufacturing training,

“Across the state we're looking
at how we build a really strong
advanced manufacturing com-
ponent that will serve the various
industries and areas that will not
only recruit businesses to Idaho,
but also provide a workforce for
those businesses,” Glandon said.

“We can use that (funding) and
more to make sure that we have
the right high-quality training
programs in place for technicians
to ensure that manufacturingis a
growth industry to help the econ-
omy."

Another piece of Otter’s bud-
get that Glandon said he is excited
about is $5 million in “Industry
Sector Grants,” which will be
awarded by the state’s Workforce
Development Council. According
to Otter’s budget team at the Di-
vision of Financial Management,
the grants are intended' to in-
centivize partnerships between
Idaho post-secondary education
institutions and industry “to
develop a pool of skilled work-
ers that meet the needs of Idaho
businesses.”

CWI has already started that
process with a partnership be-
tween the college and Western
States CAT to run a program that
trains a small amount of future
CAT employees under a specific
curriculum to prepare them for
jobs within the company.

Glandon is working with
other administrators at the cl_t:}-
lege on three grant proposals for
that funding, the first of which

is scheduled to go out around
the beginning of February, CWI
would partner with West Valley
Medical Center, Saint Alphonsus
and St. Luke's hospitals te train
students for a wide variety of
health care jobs.

“This is a huge breakthrough
in terms of how education, busi-
ness and industry can work to-
gether and partner up to actu-
ally have valid programs that are
going to move quickly from the
education component into jobs,”
Glandon said.

BUDGET APPROVAL

The Joint Finance Appro-
priations Committee will begin
the budget hearing process this
month and continue throughout
much of the legislative session.
Appropriations bills will be con-
sidered sometime in
February or March,
where the House
of Representatives |
and Senate will vote |
on them.

Kekie Moseley ks the IPT edudtion and
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