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The education of Emily Walton
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KYLE GREEN / kgreenidiidahostatesman.com
Emily Walton used her online presence and tapped her community involvement to win a seat on the Callege of Western Idaho board. Her
oppeonents were completely absent from social media and similar platforms.
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about,” said Walton, now 35.

“It seemed like a natural fit.”

She won with no cam-

. paign mailings and no cam-

paign signs. “Campaign
signs don't vote,” she said.

‘What she did have was a
high-visibility presence on-
line. Neither incumbent
Gordon Browning nor Rep.
Darrell Bolz, R-Caldwell,
had a campaign website,
Facebook page or Twitter
account. Walton had all —
and more.

She posted the video of
her commencement speech,
her position on issues and
her personal story, her email
address and phone number.
She kept the campaign dia-
logue going on Facebook
and Twitter.

Social media helped get

her message out, Walton
said, but she thinks it was
her message that attracted
voters.

“] weave my OwWn
personal story into thatand I
think that makes a difference
to people,” she said.
PERSONAL STORY

Watton grew up on a po-
tato farm in Declo.

“I was ‘home-schooled,’”
she said. “We read a lot but
we did not get a real educa-
tion. I think they wanted us
to. They had good inten-
tions, but when you have 10
kids...”

Walton left home at17 and
worked a variety of jobs in
California and Idaho. Em-
ployers were surprised to
learn she did not have a
diploma. She worked five
years as operations supervi-
sor at the Boise Centre, She
started asking herself, “Why

do I think I am not good
encugh to go to college?”

An idea started to gel, but
she had no idea what to do.
She met with a Boise State
counselor, who helped her
map out a plan and told her
she needed a GED.

She got it. She was 28
years old. She enrolled at

‘BSU and her life changed —

she had access to
knowledge, opportunities,
connections, insight. She
served on numerous com-
mittees; she founded the
Idaho Civic Engagement
Project, a nonpartisan non-
profit that involves younger
voters in civic issues. She be-
came the school's student
lobbyist, advocating for stu-
dents before the Legislature,
State Board of Education
and governor. She was Idaho
Business Review Woman of
the Year in 2013, and Boise
Young Professional of the

Year in 2014.

Walton, who lives on the
Boise Bench with her bus-
band, Adam Rush, works as
a communication and cam-
paign consultant.

Following news that a
judge had overturned Ida-
ho's gay marriage ban last
spring, Walton wanted to be
there and celebrate what she
considered a historic mo-
ment. She bought a cake and
created a Facebook page an-
nouncing a celebration at
the Ada County Courthouse.
Several hundred people
showed up, although the
court issued a stay on the
ruling. After a couple of faise
starts, that celebration
finally took place last month.

Walton supports the Add
the Words campaign and
urges lawmakers to hold a
hearing.

“We give hearings to peo-
ple who want to bring back
the gold standard,” she said.
“It is just bigotry.”

Walton's advocacy is in
part the result of another of
life’s lessons. As al6-year-old
in 1994, Walton traveled the
state with her uncle drum-
ming up support for a propo-
sition to limit gay rights.

“I've gone on a Perso
journey that T think a lot of
Idahoans who are raised in
very conservative house-
hoids go on,” Walton told the
Statesman earlier this year
“And they need that first
friend that’s a gay person,
and they realize, you know,
discriminating against peo-
ple who are gay just isn't a
part of our value set.”

ABOUT CWi

Voters in Ada and Canyon counties created the College
of Western [daho in 2007 as a comprehensive community
college. The school offers more than 60 professional-tech-
nical and transter-degree programs, along with basic aca-
demic skills to help prepare for a GED and dual credits for
high school students.

k has its administration building in Nampa and offers in-
struction at locations throughout the Treasure Valley.

CWI! began offering classes in 2009 with about 1,200
enrolled students. By fall 2013, enroliment had increased to
nearly 20,000,

A new cause for Walton

A family experience has led Emily Walton to embracea
new lssue: She wants the |daho Lagislature to prevent'par-
ents from withholding medical care from children for reli-
gious, political or other reasons.

" Walton's sister, Mariah, did not receive medical care asa
child because of her parents’ anti-government political and
social views.

Mariah was often ill as a child. “They would say, "You
need to be stronger. Here are some herbal remedies. Go lie
down,’™ Walton said.

At age 18, Mariah went to a doctor. The doctor found a
hote in herheart.

“If found early it can be fixed,” Walton said. “It was totally
preventable.”

Now her sister needs a lung transplant, a rare, risky and
costly procedure.

“Ghe suffered for so long; She wasn't helped and she
should have been,” Walton said. “They shortened her life
significantly and they are not going to get into trouble for
this.”

She still loves her parents, she said, but thinks the law
should address such cases.

Walton is caring for her sister, who lives with her. This
surnmer her sister flew by air ambulance to Salt Lake Chy
following complications from a blood transfusion. She spent
three weeks in intensive care. i

"It was terrifying. The fact she got out was amazing,”
Walton said.

Walton hopes to see legislation introduced requiring par-
ents to get medical care for their children. ]

"There are other kids this is happening to,” she said. “You
would never let an adult be treated that way. Just because
you are under 18, you getto suffer or die?”



WINNING THE CWI RACE

Opponents Browning and
Bolz were surprised. Brown-
ing expected to win on
“name recognition” and did
not campaign, he said.

“Iam there to serve, not to
earn money. It - js a
nonpaying job. It is a com-
munity service,” he said.

“If she wants it bad
enough to campaign, that is
fine.”

Bolz, the Caldwell Repub-

lican legislator, knew win-
ning Ada County would be a

: , but he expected
to win his home county,
where he’s known for his
civic and political activities.
A retired University of
Idaho Extension' professor,
he served on a'Treasure Val-
ley Community College ad-
visory committee and a Col-
lege of Western Idaho farm
management education

committee, But he lost in
Canyon County, tao.

Walton hauled in 44 per-
cent of the Canyon County
vote. Bolz received 36 per-
cent, Browning 21 percent.

“I did not camp as
hard as I could have. I had a
lot of people say, Do not
worty about it. You are a
shoo-in because of what
you've done,’” Bolz said.

Walton, too, was
surprised by her showing in
Canyon County. “I thought'T
would lose Canyon County,
so I didn't really work that
hard out there,” she said.

Her campaign' strategy
was talking and drawing
support from the numerous

' civic, education and social

organizations with which
she has béen involved. Her
seven sisters and her mom
made phone calls.

The fact that the CWI
trustee race was nonpartisan
worked to her benefit,

“This was a race where I
did not have an R ora D next
to my name,” Walton said.
“People who want to vote on
that particular race have to
educate themselves a little
more,”

Cynthia Sewell: 377-6428,
Twitter: @CynthiaSewell

SEEWALTON'S
CAMPAIGN
WEBSITE Idaho
Statesman.com
Read the Statesman's previous
story about her.
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